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Newsletter
From our Chairman:
Dear Member,
F o l l o w i n g o u r O c t o b e r n e w s l e t t e r, o u r
membership has increased by 34%. I am most
grateful to all the volunteers who worked so
hard to produce and deliver the newsletter to
2,500 homes on the Estate.
Our Constitution was
amended at our well
attended AGM to make
provision for Associate
Membership of the Society
for Residents’ Associations
from blocks of flats or areas
of housing. We welcome
two members to our
committee: Hilarie Topping,
who will act as a link with
Residents’ Associations (see
page 1), and Pauline Luget
Owen, who is a partner in a
well known design practice
(JHA Designs).
At our Summer Party, on a
cold evening at Winterbourne House & Garden
on Thursday, 23rd , Nicola Kalinsky, Director of
the Barber Institute of Fine Arts, opened our
Edgbaston Artists' Summer Exhibition which was
at the Coach House Gallery at Winterbourne
for three weeks. Over 90 paintings, prints and
sculptures celebrated the considerable talents
of 27 local artists. (See page 4)
Do encourage your neighbours and friends to
join our society which is thriving. Details may be
obtained from our Membership Secretary, Liz
Dancey 0121 684 1362 or from
membership@calthorperesidents.org. An
application form can be downloaded from our
website www.calthorperesidents.org.
We look forward to seeing you at our Autumn
events.
With all best wishes

Mark Kenchington

Standing on the
Shoulders of Giants
Since its inception in 1971,
the Calthorpe Residents’
Society has primarily
focussed on home ownership
and estate management
issues. On our behalf, David
Henson, retired solicitor and
secretary of the society, has
worked tirelessly on matters
of enfranchisement,
promoting changes to the
Leasehold Reform Act 1971.
Members of CRS may be
reassured to hear that Steve
Richards, the director of
Mainstay Residential Ltd
responsible for this estate,
confir ms that Calthorpe
Estates value the Scheme of
Management. Nevertheless
landlords are at liberty to
ignore a Scheme’s provisions
and at present are not
required to account for the
management charges they
make. David is convinced
that legislation is needed so
that such schemes are
enforced and to ensure that
landlords provide audited
annual accounts for the
management charge.
Across the estate there are
many residents experiencing
unjust situations. They are
obliged to pay the service

charges to the landlord’s
agents, yet, having no
contractual relationship with
the service provider, are
unable to hold that provider
to account or invoke the
rights conferred upon any
other consumer of goods
and services.
There is much to be
done together. Fortunately
we are standing on the
shoulders of giants. The
sterling achievements put in
over the years provides a
wonder ful platfor m from
which we can develop the
Society and update its
objectives for a new epoch.
Among these objectives is a
resolve to fortify the social
element, to connect
together and give voice to
the community at all times
and not just at ‘times of
crisis’.
By creating a network
of established groups we
hope to provide a support
scaffold which will enable
groups to be able to work
collaboratively for the
benefit of all, while making
the Calthorpe Residents’
Society more representative
of the entire neighbourhood.

Hilarie Topping takes a leading role in the High Point
Residents’ Association. She also coordinates, on the
Calthorpe Estate, a growing network of residents’
associations which work collaboratively on a range of
issues. Hilarie brings to the Calthorpe Residents’ Society
committee her wide experience of marketing, public
relations, operational and service management.

www.calthorperesidents.org

Meet Deirdre Alden
Our three councillors: James Hutchings, Fergus Robinson
and Deirdre Alden work hard on behalf of the residents on
the Estate. Their responses to our queries are rapid and we
are grateful for their help and advice with a range of
issues.
Deirdre Alden tells us about her role as a Councillor.
How are Councillors elected?
Councillors are each elected for a term of four years, with one of us
standing for re-election each year. The fourth year is therefore a “fallow”
year with no local elections in Birmingham. 2013 is a fallow year.
How did you become one?
My husband was elected a Councillor for Harborne in 1983 and while our
children were small, I contented myself with a backroom role – acting as
Political Organiser and Election Agent for the Conservative Party in
Harborne.
In 1998, when my youngest son was 15, I decided I now had the time to
devote to being a Councillor myself, and was fortunate enough to be
elected to represent Edgbaston the following year. It is a source of great
pride to me that the same son is now not only a Councillor himself
(representing Erdington) but is the Deputy Leader of the Conservative
group on the Council.
What are the main areas of concern expressed by local residents?
The main areas of concern within the Calthorpe Estate tend to be parking
and speeding issues, rubbish collection problems, and planning issues.
How can residents contact you?
Your Councillors are always ready to help with any problems concerning
the Council. Please contact us on the phone numbers below, or email us
at: Deirdre.Alden@birmingham.gov.uk (same format for each Councillor,
just insert a different name). Deirdre Alden 427-2681, James Hutchings
454-2396, Fergus Robinson 244-5625

‘Bring and Share’
Supper
Thursday 3rd October 2013
7pm - 10.30pm
Newman House
Catholic Chaplaincy,
Harrisons Road, B15 3QR

How may residents contribute to Ward meetings?
We hold regular Council meetings around the Ward when local issues are
discussed and residents can ask questions of local concern. If there is
something you would like to see on the agenda, please contact the
Committee Manager Errol.Wilson@birmingham.gov.uk
Ward Meeting: Due to insufficient items on the Agenda, the March meeting
was cancelled. By improving communication between groups on the
Estate and working collaboratively, the Calthorpe Residents’ Society hopes
that it can make a positive contribution to Ward meetings and help our
Councillors to help us.

Further details will follow

PARKING: Is the entrance to your home regularly ‘squeezed’
Have you ever wondered how to get a white line painted across your
entrance to deter drivers who make it difficult or even dangerous for you
to get your car out of your drive? You can request to have a white line
painted across your entrance by contacting the District Engineer:
marie.brown@birmingham.gov.uk
You will be charged about £60. Although the line has no legal standing, it
often solves the problem.

www.calthorperesidents.org

How Edgbaston Acquired Its Street Names
Pauline Luget Owen, one of our new committee
members, recently found an article by Cyril Radford,
which had been published in the Birmingham Post
November 1954. This is an edited version.
When Sir Richard Gough, a
celebrated East India
merchant , bought
Edgbaston Hall, the lordship
of the manor and 3 sq.
miles of Edgbaston from
Bridget, Lady Fauconberg,
co-heiress of the
Middlemore estates for £25,000 in 1717, his young
nephew Harry, was able to use his own fortune to
purchase the rest of the estate which included a 25
acre farm and an estate in Ladywood. Sir Richard
rebuilt Edgbaston Hall which had been burned down
by anti-Catholic demonstrators some years earlier.
The parish contained just 60 scattered houses
tenanted by families such as the Harrisons, Wheeleys
and Pritchatts.
Sir Henry (or Harry)
Gough, son of Sir
Richard, inherited the
estate and lived there
happily with his wife, Barbara Calthorpe, sister and
heiress to Sir Harry Calthorpe, until he died in 1774. Sir
Harry’s Road is attributed to him. Some routes follow
old pathways such as from Edgbaston Old Church
with its Beadle’s Cottage to Monument Road, a
portion of Church Road, Highfield Road and
Vicarage Road. Hagley Road and Westfield Road
used to be Grindle Stone Lane (‘grindle’ is an
obsolete name for a grind stone) and Harborne Road
was Green Lane (possibly suggesting the later
Greenfield Crescent 1874-76).
Other routes were carved out of agricultural land.
Many of the names arose from the Calthorpe
inheritance with the main seat of Elvetham Hall in

Hampshire and vast estates in Norfolk and Suffolk
where there are places such as Ampton, Pakenham
and Blakeney.
Several roads were named after members of the
family. The next Sir Henry (who became Lord
Calthorpe) married Frances Carpenter, daughter of
General Benjamin Carpenter. By the 19th century,
Edgbaston Hall was no longer home to the Gough
Calthorpes but it was Frederick, the fourth baron,
who did most of the development , creating
Frederick and George Road which was named after
his brother. Frederick married Lady Charlotte Somerset
in 1823. She was the daughter of the 6th Duke and
Duchess of Beaufort – roads which run into each
other. Augustus and Somerset Roads were named
after their sons and Gough Road was made in 1858.
There followed Farquhar (1876 – 78), Constance and
Raglan (1880), Princess , Alexander and Wellington,
which were all named after either family members or
as loyal tributes.
On the death of Augustus in
1910, the Edgbaston estate was
left to the Hon Rachel Gough
Calthorpe. She had married Sir
Fitzroy Hamilton Lloyd Anstruther who assumed her
family name becoming Sir Fitzroy Hamilton Anstruther
Gough Calthorpe of Elvetham Hall.
Post 1954, several additions
to the estate are named
after family members
including: Niall, Richard, Michael and Austen with
Euan Close named after Sir Euan Anstruther Gough
Calthorpe who now heads the family interest in the
Estate. The Birmingham Post, January 2012 provides
reassurance that Sir Euan’s aim is to ensure that the
Calthorpe Estate is ‘quite simply a superb place to
live and work and wishes to develop it
sympathetically and in a sustainable way.’
Long may it continue!

Read about our Summer Exhibition.....................

Welcome to our 85 new members
Among our new members is a huge range of
expertise: we have teachers, lecturers, a pilot, crane
operator, landscape gardeners, funeral directors
medics and lawyers. Several who have recently
retired are giving charities the benefit of their
knowledge and expertise.

tanks and communal pumps;
in Nepal, gravity-fed holding
tanks provide clean water
collected upstream where
there is no contamination.

Peter Millward a new member who
was formerly with PwC, tells us
about his work as a trustee of Water
Aid.

As chairman of the Audit Committee, I personally
keep an eye on financial control of the £55 million
raised last year. Over half came from regular gifts,
donations and appeals boosted by 250,000
supporters giving just a little each month.

Globally, about 2.5 billion people have no access to
safe water and /or adequate sanitation. The role of
the trustees is one of strategic oversight on
sustainable projects with investment in simple
technology and training to support
regular
maintenance.

How can CRS Members help?
Please become a supporter: Visit the Water Aid
website: www.wateraid.org/uk, go to ‘Get involved’
then ‘Donate’. Many thanks in anticipation!

Funds go via overseas offices
direct to our projects and
partners. For example, in
equatorial Uganda people
are helped to survive the dry
season with rainwater storage

If you are actively involved in a charity, and would
like to raise its profile among members of CRS, let us
know.

Summer Exhibition at Winterbourne
For three weeks from May 24th, the CRS has had a contemporary art show by 27 emerging and established
Edgbaston artists, printmakers and sculptors in the Coach House Gallery at Winterbourne.
Our first art show by Edgbaston artists has been a great success. It has provided a forum to celebrate the
considerable artistic talents of our residents. There was a huge range of work in a
variety of mediums and styles. The artists spanned six decades and several met at
the exhibition for the first time. One of the Warwick Crest residents, Edward Thrush,
an illustrator who has started his own business with the help of the Princes Trust,
has already benefited from his meeting with Victoria Linehan, a printmaker, who
helped with the organisation of the exhibition.
The exhibition was imaginatively hung by Helen Carslake, who tackled the
difficult task of hanging over 90 works in a confined space with great energy and
skill. There were many compliments from the hundreds of visitors to Winterbourne
House and Gardens. Everyone agreed that even though it was the first Edward Thrush showing his work
exhibition by Edgbaston artists, it certainly should not be the last. The artists are
to Pauline Owen (left) and
already discussing plans for next year.
Victoria Linehan (right).

